Waste Check Annual Report
2011-2012

Earth Day- Found Sound, Trash Fashion, and Litter Challenge- April 16th, 2011
On March 27th 2011, the first “Found Sound” workshop was held at the Art Gallery of Nova
Scotia Yarmouth Branch. The workshop was an opportunity for kids to make instruments out of
recycled materials to be played during the “Trash Fashion” Show at our Earth Day Celebrations.
Waste Check worked with the Art Gallery to receive funding for the event through the RRFB’s
Community Sponsorship Funding Program. Waste Check then took part in hosting two more
workshops at the Gallery on April 9th and 10th. These workshops again focused on creating
“Found Sound” instruments, but we also provided the space and materials for participants to
make “Trash Fashion” outfits out of recycled or diverted items.
Earth Day Celebrations were held at the downtown Art Gallery location starting at 9am on April
16th. The activities included a Downtown Litter Challenge, the “Trash Fashion” Show
accompanied by the “Found Sound” band, and a Charity BBQ which was hosted by Yarmouth
Life Skills. An ad for these workshops and Earth Day events was placed on the Waste Check
website and we also recorded an ad that aired on the local radio station, CJLS. Registration
forms, information sheets, and posters about the April 16th celebrations were distributed
downtown, and placed on our website as well. We had about 20 adults and 25 kids participate in
the April 16th Trash Fashion Show. Four groups took part in the Downtown Litter Challenge,
however, our office did receive more calls about clean-ups that would take place in other areas.
The BBQ was a big success and all profits went to a good cause. We were pleased with the
results of the day!

12th Annual Nova Scotia Recycles Contest (NSRC)
Every October, RRFB Nova Scotia, in cooperation with the province’s 55 municipalities,
organizes the Nova Scotia Recycles Contest. Once again this year, Waste Check actively
promoted the Provincial Nova Scotia Recycles Contest. This year’s contest challenges students
to be “Super Green!” in order to help us all reach the provincial goal of reducing solid waste
from an average of 420 kg to 300 kg/person/year by 2015. In total, there were over 8,100
contest entries received from students in grades primary to twelve across the province from 218
schools. Region 7 had a total of 760 entries from 51 classes.
We had a Provincial Winner in the Grade 4-6 level from Meadowfields Community School.
Please see chart below for a complete list of winners.
Region 7’s awards event was held at the Clare Golf and Country Club on April 12th, 2011 at
6:00 pm with a buffet dinner. Mandates and
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Teacher:
Debbie Hubbard
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Nancy Amiro

Teacher:
Sonia LeBlanc

South Centennial

Arcadia Consolidated

Drumlin Heights Consolidated

Emma Mullen

Nadya Hope Taylor

Monica Gates

Weymouth Consolidated

Digby Elementary

Carleton School

Alex d’Entremont

Faith Doucette

École Belleville

Plymouth School

CO-WINNER

CO-WINNER

Aliyah Annis
4-6

PROVINCIAL WINNER
Meadowfields Community School
CO-WINNER

7-9

Josée Babin & Kirsten d’Entremont Olivia Kenney & Landon Doucette
École Secondaire de Par-en-Bas

10 - 12

12

Yarmouth Junior High
NO ENTRIES

Nicole Mann

Zoee LeBlanc

Digby Regional High School

Yarmouth Consolidated High

Olivia Mullen
École Saint-Albert

Compost Awareness Week May 1st – 7th, 2011
As part of the promotion of compost awareness week, the compost display booth was set up in
various locations in each of the Municipal units. The locations included: the Garden Centre at
the Canadian Tire Store in Yarmouth, Comeau’s Farm Market in Meteghan, Carl’s Store in
Tusket and the Tri-Local Market in Digby. Seedlings and sunflower seeds were given away and
customers could enter their name in a draw to enter a back yard composter. The winner in the
Argyle/Yarmouth draw was Evelyn Bourque of Amirault’s Hill. The winner in Clare/Digby was
Leo Deveau of Meteghan Centre. Traffic in most locations was not heavy .The people who did
stop to ask questions were interested in composting and many mentioned that they practiced
back yard composting.

The same Compost display board was set up at the
Garden Club’s Spring Fling Garden Show at the West
Pubnico Fire Hall. There was a very good turnout at
this event, and Waste Check was able to answer many
questions that people had about composting.

Mobius Environmental Awards
Waste Check staff attended the Mobius Awards luncheon held June 7th at Pier 21 in Halifax.
Waste Check nominated organizations, schools, and businesses for all categories. One of our
nominations, Karen Thimot and her Community-wide Litter Clean Up in Clare was the winner for
the Mobius category “Best Community-Based Project”. Karen, also known as the “Community
Litter Clean-up Coordinator”, has taken great pride in keeping her community clean. The first
clean-up took place in May of 2008, with an impressive turnout. Participants of all ages, from
infants to seniors, are encouraged to take part and are enthusiastic about lending a helping
hand. The events have always been successful at removing a significant amount of litter from
the community, and residents look forward to the annual clean-up. Her dedication and hard
work deserves recognition far and wide. She sets a good example for other community groups
in our Region. Congratulations Karen and her Litter Clean-up Volunteers!

Environment Week
Environment Week was June 5th to 10th this year. Waste Check hosted an Open House on
Saturday June 11th focusing on what Waste Check does in our community, highlighting all of our
Programs, including Enforcement. There were several displays set up right in our office, so
people had the opportunity to tour around and learn about all that we do. We also showcased
and launched our new “Waste Check’s Club 300”, which is a public recognition program that
acknowledges groups, organizations, and individuals that are going above and beyond to reach

our 300 kg per person per year goal! There was a free BBQ for everyone who attended, as well
as prize draws and kids’ games and activities. We received positive feedback about the Open
House. There was a very good turnout for the event, and we were pleased with the day’s
events.

Waste Check also assisted NSE with their Environment Week litter clean-up in Yarmouth. NSE
staff, volunteers, and Waste Check staff cleaned up a stretch of Starrs Road and surrounding
areas. This was a good spot to clean, and we were able to remove a large amount of litter from
the roadsides.

Yarmouth Community and Farmers’ Market
Waste Check was invited to attend the Yarmouth Community and Farmers’ Market for the
opening on Saturday, June 4th. We set up a small display focusing on compost and showed off
the vermicomposting worms. The Market was very busy, and there was an impressive turnout.

Waste Reduction Week October 17th -23rd, 2011
Waste Check’s annual community swap was held October 22nd, 2011 at the Royal Canadian
Legion in Yarmouth. It was a very successful event with approximately 150 participants taking
part.

Waste Resource Association of Nova Scotia (WRANS) Tours in Region 7
Waste Check organized professional development tours in Region 7 for the Waste Resource
Association of Nova Scotia (WRANS) that took place on October 25th and 26th , 2011. The first
tour was held at Sissiboo Farm Supplies in Weymouth to show the group how the EasySorter
separation containers are manufactured. The next morning, TREPA (Tusket River
Environmental Protection Association) came into the Waste Check office to present to the
WRANS members on their history, their goal, and all the hard work they do. The final tour was
at the Pubnico Point Wind Farm, managed and maintained by NextEra Energy. The tour
highlighted how the wind farm operates, and how things work inside the wind mills. NextEra
Energy was awarded November 2011’s Business of the Month. Overall, the tours were very well
received by the WRANS members. They were very happy to have the opportunity to visit
Region 7.

Green Cart Workshop
Waste Check staff attended a green cart workshop through WRANS (Waste Resource
Association of Nova Scotia) in April. The workshop was an opportunity for all Regions to come
together to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the various models and
manufacturers of green carts that are available in the Province. The Regions shared videos and
pictures of their carts and lifting systems. Overall, the workshop was very informative, and it was
helpful to hear what works, and what doesn’t, from those who deal with green cart issues every
day.

Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trade
Waste Check is a member of the following Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trades:
•
Clare Chamber of Commerce
•
Digby & Area Board of Trade
•
Weymouth Board of Trade
•
Bear River Board of Trade
•
Argyle Chamber of Commerce
•
Yarmouth Chamber of Commerce
We have found this to be a valuable networking opportunity with the members and look
forward to continuing these memberships in the future.
The Yarmouth and Area Chamber of Commerce had its 2011 Business Awards dinner on
November 23rd, 2011. This year, Waste Check once again sponsored the Environmental
Service Award which was awarded to Dave Arenburg of Adcor Marketing. Vice Chairman Jimmy
MacAlpine presented the award and used the opportunity to speak on Region 7’s business
education program. Waste Check staff was also in attendance at the Digby and Area Board of
Trade Awards.

Club 300
Waste Check has started promoting the “Club 300” public
recognition award system. Advertisements for the club
were placed in local newspapers. The Waste Check Club
300 recognizes groups, organizations, or individuals that
are doing their part in helping us get to that 300 kg per
person per year goal. Aside from great waste management
practices, inductees must be doing something extra that is
also making a difference. Club 300 Members deserve to be
acknowledged and rewarded for their efforts. We hope that
awarding them for their dedication and determination will help inspire other Region 7 residents
to take part in additional waste reduction activities as well. There are certain criteria that all
inductees must meet and they must be approved by Waste Check staff before joining the club.
Nomination forms are available to the public via our website and office.

Western Counties Regional Libraries
Earlier this year, the Yarmouth and Digby
County Libraries were given money through
the RRFB’s Community Sponsorship
Funding Program to purchase a wide variety
of books that focused on a waste reduction
or recycling theme. Waste Check met with
the Library Coordinators at the Yarmouth
Library to view the entire collection before
the books were dispersed amongst all the
branches. A press release was issued and
sent to the papers.

Western Counties Regional Libraries Reading Club
Waste Check has hosted various workshops for the Western Counties Regional Libraries
Summer Reading Club titled “Splash”. The club focuses on different water themes including, the
Bay of Fundy, fresh water, drinking water, and water pollution. Waste Check held six
workshops—four at the Yarmouth Library, one at the Digby Library, and one at the Westport
Library on Brier Island. The kids really enjoyed the activities and our Education Coordinator,
Sharon, did a great job teaching the children about the importance of protecting our water
sources through waste reduction.
The idea of hosting this club came as a result of working closely with the Yarmouth County and
Digby County libraries to get funding from the RRFB to expand their collection of books on
recycling. We are very pleased with the work that has been done, and look forward to continuing
our good working relationship with the Libraries.

Yarmouth Exhibition
Waste Check set up a static display at the Yarmouth Exhibition that took place at the Mariner’s
Centre from August 2nd to 6th, 2011. The Yarmouth Exhibition was a high traffic event which
offered a lot of people the opportunity to stop and read our display.

Recycle Right Ads
In 2011, Waste Check put out both Radio and Newspaper ads focusing on “Recycle Right”.
These ads emphasized the importance of our Region’s 2-blue bag recycling program. It was a
friendly reminder to our residents, and it was also an additional, accessible source of public
education on how to separate properly. We received a few calls about the ads, including calls
for separation guides to be sent out, and also a “thank you” call for placing the ads. The ads are
published in the Clare and Lobster Bay Shopper’s, the Vanguard, the Courier, Le Courrier, and
also aired on CJLS, AVR, and CIFA.

Compostable Bag Campaign
Waste Check is continuing to educate residents to
NOT use compostable bags. These bags have never
been accepted at the compost facility but are still
available and being used. Waste Check staff has been
trying to keep these off the store shelves. We ran the
following print ad during March in our local papers and
shoppers.
We are also providing the following sticker to the haulers
to place on any carts found to contain these types of
products. These stickers are also being placed on any
new carts Waste Check delivers.

Business of the Month Rewards Program
Waste Check held our first Business Rewards Dinner on March 8th, 2012. We invited 20102011 recipients of Business of the Month to join us for dinner at the Clare Golf and Country
Club. This event gave us an opportunity to congratulate and showcase all past winners. Waste
Check’s Business Rewards program continues to be a successful recognition program. Various
businesses are visited by our Business Educator on a regular basis, including visits to new
businesses, education visits by request, and follow-ups.
All business of the month recipients receive a framed certificate from Waste Check. The
business is also advertised on all local radio stations (CJLS, CIFA, and AVR), and listed in local
newspapers (The Vanguard, Clare Shopper, Lobster Bay Shopper, The Digby Courier and Le
Courrier). As a result of the advertisements and positive recognition, Waste Check has been
receiving phone calls from businesses in the region to find out how they can become Business
of the Month.
“Business of the Month” award recipients include:
 CSC-Corporation Service Company
 Sissiboo Farm Supplies
 Printer Works
 AfterGlow Spa
 Bulk Barn
 Walmart Digby
 Caisse Populaire de Clare
 Tri-Local Market
 Spec Resources
 R.E. Robicheau Ltd
 Ye Olde Argyler Lodge
 NextEra Energy
 Walmart (Yarmouth)
 Vernon d’Eon Lobster Plugs Ltd.
 Hidden Treasures Family Restaurant

Website Activity Report
Please see below the monthly statistics for the site for 2011.
 There have been 7,509 “unique visitors” which tells us how many individuals visited
the site per month. This number is probably the best indicator for the popularity of the site.
 There have been 10,893 “Number of Visits” which show how many times the site
was viewed by the unique visitors – here an individual can bump that number up if
they visit again.

 Another interesting number is the pages number since it shows how many pages
were viewed – it shows the kind of traffic the site is getting – how busy it is. Pages are
the different sections of the website, for example the “What’s New” page, “Home” page, “FAQ”
page, “Programs” page, etc. So, the 7,509 unique visitors to the site viewed 48,043

pages overall.
 Hits are used by marketers as it generated a higher number. It is defined as a
request from the web site page to the server, so for example, if a page has 5 images
on it, then going to that page generates 6 hits, one for each of the images and then
the page itself.

Month

Unique visitors Number of visits

Jan 2011

637

Pages

Hits

883

4,402

35,078

Feb 2011

487

701

3,704

26,292

Mar 2011

690

1,078

5,091

39,518

Apr 2011

738

1,064

4,857

40,891

May 2011

754

1,150

5,454

42,233

Jun 2011

487

765

3,614

27,873

Jul 2011

535

853

3,601

26,802

Aug 2011

552

821

3,153

26,865

Sep 2011

655

895

3,907

33,553

Oct 2011

804

1,078

4,404

38,053

Nov 2011

547

756

2,934

23,241

Dec 2011

623

849

2,922

24,487

Total

7,509

10,893

48,043

384,886

Please see below for the four year comparison of statistics for our website.
Year
2008
2009
2010
2011

Unique Visitors
3922
5126
5917
7509

# of Visits
5770
8184
9554
10,893

Pages
43,973
42,329
46,366
48,043

Hits
247,927
284,776
324,216
384,886

Some trends were identified while examining the data of the Waste Check website usage. The
average number of monthly unique visitors for the entire year is 626. There was a steady
consistency in the number of unique visitors per month, which is good news. This means that
there is not a dwindling number of visitors during any point in the year. There are always new
things posted on the website to keep people coming back. The most popular months were April
& May and September & October, with over 700 unique visitors in these months. We believe
these are high-traffic viewing times because people were looking for information on the spring
and fall clean-ups.
Canada and the United States were the two countries with the most pages viewed. China,
Russia, and Great Britain were other countries with a high number of pages viewed. People

may have interest in our website for information on our solid waste management practices for
research, comparison studies, or for their own personal curiosity.
The Municipality of Yarmouth’s collection calendar was one of the most top viewed pages
consistently throughout the year. This shows us where the majority of our viewers are coming
from, possibly because the Municipality of Yarmouth residents consist of the largest population
in Region 7. The Separation Guide posted on our website was another one of the top viewed
pages. This lets us know that the separation guide is an effective tool in helping to answer
questions for the general public.
The top search engines used were mostly Google and Yahoo. This is because these two
options are likely the most popular search engines used in general, not just to find the Waste
Check page. The Municipality of the District of Yarmouth was the most popular external page
used to connect to Waste Check’s website. Again, this may be reflective of the Municipality of
Yarmouth’s population size, or perhaps it has the easiest access to the Waste Check link.

Colchester Sort Line Event
Colchester invited solid waste staff and politicians from around the Province to spend some time
on their sorting line. Waste Check Staff attended this event. It was a very educational and eyeopening experience for all. It gave us a better understanding of the type and quality of
recyclable materials that are coming into the MRFs. It was both interesting and beneficial to
have had the opportunity to physically work on the sort line, along with several other workers.
Waste Check staff found this was a valuable event.

NSCC Burridge Campus
Waste Check staff has been working very diligently with the Nova Scotia Community College
Burridge Campus in Yarmouth. After several visits with maintenance and office staff, the
campus has finally come on board to ensure proper sorting separations are available to
students, and education on waste management practices for employees is offered. Since the
first initial visits, several more follow up visits have been made to the campus. The sorting has
improved immensely since the Coordinator began working with them. The custodial staff was
very happy to see the improvements that were made. Monitoring will continue. The pictures
below represent one example of the changes that have been made at the campus.

Cafeteria Before

Cafeteria After

Schools are very important players in getting to our disposal rate goal of 300 kg per person per
year by 2013 (Waste Check goal). Being a large institution with a lot of students, college or
university campuses can sometimes be difficult to work with. Our Coordinator is continuing to
work closely with schools to guide them through managing their waste and comply with our bylaws.

Community Litter Clean-up Program Participants
Waste Check once again offered an incentive to non-profit groups wishing to help clean litter
from the side of the road and ditches in Yarmouth and Digby Counties and in return receives
financial assistance for their organization. An application and waiver form must be signed before
the clean-up is approved and conducted. Non-profit groups were paid $175 per km for cleaning
both sides of the road. Maximum funding per group was $350. This program was very popular in
the Region with many community groups taking part. Applications are considered on a first
come first serve basis.
The following groups have taken advantage of this program in 11/12:
1. YCMHS Robotics Team
2. Drumlin Heights Consolidated School
3. Maple Grove Girls Junior Basketball Team
4. New Heights Baptist Church
5. ECPB Junior Boys Hockey Team
6. TOPS #4978 Hubbards Point
7. Parish of Yarmouth And Tusket Anglican Church
8. Bay of Fundy Discovery Centre
9. Clare Organization Representing Persons with Disabilities (C.O.R.D.)
10. Digby Regional High School
11. Digby Area Soccer Association
12. Black Ice Volleyball Team
13. Yarmouth Skating Club
14. Dalhousie SOS
15. Yarmouth Area Memories Group
16. Yarmouth Junior High School
17. Islands Consolidated Track Team
18. Yarmouth Fuel Bank Group
19. Chebogue Cemetery Co.
20. Yarmouth Wesleyan Church Youth Group
21. Stephen Lewis Foundation
22. Cape Forchu Waterfront Project
23. Central Chebogue United Baptist Church Heritage Society
24. Congregational Church of Chebogue
25. SHYFT Group
26. Camp Peniel
27. Kidzact Association

In total, the 27 groups that participated in the Litter Clean-up Program picked up 667 bags, 2 full
truckloads and 1 full one-ton dumpster of garbage, and 60.5 blue bags of recyclables from
roadsides throughout our Region. Most common litter items reported by the groups were: Tim
Horton’s/take-out cups, cigarette butts, take-out food containers, plastic bags, and pop bottles.
Some unusual items found were: tires and hubcaps, car fender, doll’s head, toilet seat,
Christmas decorations, a safe, wood and propane tanks. This proves that littering is still a
predominate issue in Nova Scotia. The Litter Clean-up Program not only helps remove litter
from roadsides, but also helps bring awareness to this growing problem.

Community Sponsorship Program Participants
This program is offered by RRFB Nova Scotia to provide funding for events or initiatives with a
focus on waste reduction, reuse, recycling and composting. Waste Check is very active
throughout the year encouraging groups to take advantage of the program. We were able to
assist the following groups in getting funding from RRFB in 11-12:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Yarmouth Art Gallery of Nova Scotia – Earth Day Activities
Argyle Farmers and Artisanal Market Cooperative Ltd – Separation Bins
Universite de Saint Anne – Separation Bins
The Royal Canadian Legion, Clare Branch 52 – Separation Bins
Paraisse Sacre-Coeur – Separation Bins
Bethel Baptist Church – Separation Bins
Ecole Pubnico Ouest – Environmental Books for library
Drumlin Heights Consolidated School – Separation Bins
Maple Grove Education Centre – Separation Bins

Enforcement and Compliance Program
A summary of main activities of the By-Law Enforcement Officer include:
 Ongoing load inspections at the Transfer Stations
 Attend Area Chamber of Commerce Meetings
 Respond to complaints relating to open burning, illegal dumping and repetitive
non compliance in the ICI and residential sector
 Contact has been made with several landlords about issues with their rental
properties.
 Working closely with Municipal By Law Enforcement Officers and Local
Inspectors of Nova Scotia Environment.
The program continues to be successful in reaching non compliance violators and illegal
dumping complaints.
As part of our ongoing enforcement efforts, our By-Law Enforcement Officer has begun issuing
administrative tickets to people found illegally dumping or improperly sorting their waste. So far,
100% of the tickets issued have been paid on time! We expect these tickets to act as a great
deterrent to future violators of the Municipal By-Laws.

Additionally, in the Fall of 2011 we hired an additional Waste Compliance Inspector, through
RRFB funding, who visits businesses and residences where waste has been rejected.
From November 7th 2011 to March 29th 2012, there have been 191 residential rejection followup visits. Visits are based on the rejection lists sent in by the haulers. Information kits which
include a separation guide, sample bags, green cart tips, and simple separation guidelines are
handed out to the residences where bags have been rejected at curbside. If the residents have
bags rejected a second or third time, then they receive an orange tag outlining exactly what they
have done wrong with their waste in order to avoid future rejections. We have seen a big
turnaround with the rejections, and a decrease in the number of repeats since the follow-up
visits have been underway.
During the month of March there was a large decrease in the number of orange tags that were
given out. This is because there are not as many residences with continuous rejections
(repeats), since we began the compliance visits in November. This decrease shows that the
compliance visits are getting the message across to the residents with rejected garbage. The
residents receive all the information they need on the initial visit from Waste Check, so that—in
most cases—they can correct their mistakes with sorting, and resolve it for their next collection
to avoid a second rejection and receiving an orange tag from us.
Waste Check went ahead of the collection trucks, and did some bag rejections in the
Municipality of Argyle and the Municipality of Yarmouth. There were 31 rejections in Wedgeport
on January 16th, and 12 rejections in the Darlings Lake/Port Maitland area on January 23rd.
Some residents phoned in after the rejections to request education visits.
Staff also responded to 42 special compliance related visits to resolve issues with tenants or
residents, as requested by the haulers or by received complaints (ex. private lanes, apartments)
as of March 29th, 2012.
All rejections and follow-up visits are databased in both paper (binders) and electronic forms
(Microsoft Access database program).

Event Greening
It was an extremely busy summer for Event Greening. Waste Check received a total of 39
bookings for waste separation stations for the summer. The level of participation and
cooperation varied.

Moby Visits
Moby the Recycling Robot was in our region during the week of April 4th -8th 2011. The following
table lists the schools where presentations were held. Presentations were made on sorting,
recycling and the importance to the environment.

School
Plymouth School
South Centennial
Yarmouth Central
Digby Elementary
Ecole Wedgeport
Carleton School
Barton School
Digby Adult High School

Date
April 4/2011
April 5/2011
April 5/2011
April 6/2011
April 7/2011
April 7/2011
April 8/2011
April 27/2011
Totals

# of
students
93
46
17
83
11
90
12
18
370

# of Adults
8
8
2
13
4
5
2
2
44

On April 6, Moby and I also visited Yarmouth Life Skills, a program for disabled adults, where
there were 8 clients and 4 adults present. The clients especially enjoyed the one on one time
that Moby and I gave them.
Ship To Shore Program
As part of the Ship to Shore program Waste Check staff helped the program coordinator, Ashley
David, organize the waste oil buildings at Port Maitland and the Yarmouth Bar. The waste was
reorganized and signage was strategically placed to encourage the fishermen to keep their
buildings cleaner and neater.

Port Maitland

Before
Harbour Authority Wharf Meeting
A meeting was organized by Waste Check on January 9th,
2012 to discuss ongoing issues with waste separation at the
wharves. It was a good meeting which encouraged
communication between a local hauler, a harbour authority
manager, the solid waste park manager and Waste Check
staff. As a result of the meeting a small pilot project on bait

After

boxes is taking place at the Yarmouth Bar as well as some improved education and awareness.
A common issue at the wharves is material being dumped in the dumpsters illegally. Waste
Check is placing the following ad in the local shoppers and all local papers. There will also be
better signage placed at wharves for identifying what waste should be placed where. The group
felt overall there have been some improvements but more work is needed.
Santa Claus Parade of Lights
Staff were busy putting together an entry for the Santa Claus Parade of the Lights with the
theme “Generations of Christmas” for the parade held on November 26th, 2011.

Christmas Family Sunday
Waste Check partnered with the Art Gallery of NS in Yarmouth on Sunday, December 18th from
noon to 1 p.m. and made decorations and cards from recycled materials. It was well attended
and lots of fun was had by all. Santa even came by for a visit.

March Break Environmental Camp March 14th & 15th, 2012
“Animals and Pollution- Protect Our Wildlife!”

Waste Check hosted a 2-day environmental activity workshop for children at the Western
Counties Regional Library in Yarmouth over March Break. This workshop focused on how
pollution, including litter, marine waste and landfills, affect animals and their habitats. The
children learned what they can do to help reduce waste and, in turn, protect the wildlife that
surrounds them. The program consisted of a fun and interesting lesson, paired with a hands-on
activity and craft.
Career Expo
Waste Check set up at a booth at the Career and Community Expo held at NSCC Burridge
Campus. Waste Check was there representing the work we do in our community. We also
answered questions from the public.

Conclusion
Region 7 may be the smallest of Nova Scotia’s waste management regions, but the
commitment and dedication of its six municipal units, its Authority Members and its solid waste
staff make it a giant among its peers. For the third consecutive year we have the lowest
Regional disposal rate in the Province. We are very pleased to report that we have already
reached a disposal rate of just 303 Kg/person/year! The Provincial target is 300 kg/person/year
by the year 2015.
Region 7 has had a very successful year and looks forward to continuing to lead the Province in
waste diversion. The progress we have made is a credit to our Municipal residents and a
testament to what can happen when Municipalities come together to share a common vision
and a single goal.

